A Testament to Love

· When Annie made her trip to England, she was used to shooting American Schultze Powder but English Schultze was the only smokeless powder available.  The English version of the powder was a little different.  The grain of the smokeless black powder was softer and had to be loaded carefully.

“…Too much pressure on all shells by hand loading, the result was very often disappointing.”

· Because of the sensitivity of the powder, Frank, Annie’s husband who usually loaded the shells, entrusted a professional shell-loader from New York to load Annie’s gun.

“He (my husband) had never loaded any of this powder and did not care to take chances of loading it wring, but as we afterwards found out, the man we entrusted the loading to knew no more about it than Mr. Butler did.”

· Also while making her European tour and visiting France, Annie was forced to try the Frank smokeless black powder because no other powder was allowed in the country unless there was a duty paid for it.  The first attempt at using the France smokeless black powder caused Annie to burst one of her best guns but luckily she was not injured.

“My husband laded the shells according to the directions the interpreter read from the can, but we found out later that no damp or rainy days the powder charge should be increased, while on hot days it was to be decreased.  I had a wet weather load on a very hot day.  After that my shells were loaded every morning, as Mr. Butler would not even trust the weather man.”

· Frank came to America from Ireland when he was 13.  He took many odd jobs and then developed a shooting act where a young Annie challenged him.  He says, “I almost dropped dead when a slim girl in a short dress steeped out to the mark with me. I was beaten man the moment she appeared, for I was taken off guard.” After the match, he gave Annie and her family tickets to his next show and shortly thereafter began to court her.  Since Frank didn’t drink, smoke, or gamble, Annie’s Quaker mother approved of him although he had been married previously and had two children.

Frank and Annie married on August 23, 1876 and were married for fifty years.  Frank would write poetry about Annie

Her presence would remind you

Of an angel in the skies

And you bet I love this little girl

With raindrops in her eyes.

· When Annie died n November 3, 1926, of pernicious anemia, Frank stopped eating or caring.  Frank died eighteen days later.
